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10)K1 The drawing(s) filed on 10 December 2003 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in — 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United 
States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a); 

Claims 1-4 and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kecmer. Per claim 1, Kecmer discloses an apparatus for positioning a printed circuit 
board within an electronic chassis, the apparatus comprising: a lever 35a coupled to a 
first end of the printed circuit board 1 1 , the lever being moveable between a first 
position and a second position to enable a connector 19 mounted on a second end of 
the printed circuit board to mate with a backplane connector 21 mounted on the 
electronic chassis; and a rod 33a having a first end coupled to the lever (at 37a) and a 
second end coupled to the printed circuit board (via wedge 29a). 

Per claim 2, the lever further comprises a mechanical pivot joint including an 
upper cam and a lower cam (at 47a) to contact the electronic chassis when the lever is 
moved from the first position to the second position. 

Per claim 3, the mechanical pivot joint, a rod pivot which couples the second 
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end of the rod to the printed circuit board and lever pivot which couples the first end of 
the rod to the lever are arranged to latch the printed circuit board within the electronic 
chassis when the lever is in the second position. 

Per claim 4, a holder 31a is coupled to a side of the printed circuit board and the 
second end of the rod is coupled to the holder, 
attached to the backplane. 

Per claim 9, the electronic chassis further comprises a backplane 17 onto which 
the backplane connector is attached. 

Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected for the reasons pertaining to claims 1-4 and 

9. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Kecmer as in claim 1-4 and 9. Regarding claims 12 and 13, the method for 

positioning the apparatus discussed regarding claims 1-4 and 9 would have been 

obvious. 

Claims 7, 8, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kecmer as in claim 1-4, 9 and 12 in view of Good et al. ("Good"). Regarding 
claims 7, 8, and 16, Kecmer does not show the pin guide. Good discloses pin guide 
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124 attached to the backplane and pin hole 122. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a guiding pin and hole on the Kecmer apparatus as taught in 
Good. The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been to ensure proper 
alignment of the connectors as taught in Good and as is well known in the art. The 
corresponding method would likewise have been obvious. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5, 6, 14, and 15, are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Regarding claim 5, the prior art 
does not suggest the apparatus (or corresponding method) as claimed, including the 
combination of all the claimed elements, the combination including that the lever further 
comprises a semicircular slotted guide that mechanically cooperates with a pin mounted 
on the holder to guide the movement of the lever. Regarding claim 6, the prior art does 
not suggest the apparatus (or corresponding method) as claimed, including the 
combination of all the claimed elements, the combination including a swell to contact the 
electronic chassis when the lever is moved from the second position to 
the first position during extraction. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




